
December 20, 2016 
Senate Chair Roger Manno; House Chair Samuel L. Rosenberg and members of the Joint 
Committee on Administrative, Executive and Legislative Review 
Maryland Legislative Services Building 
90 State Circle 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
  
Position: Oppose adoption of  Action on Regulations—Title 26, Subtitle Oil and Gas 
Resources, 29.19.01, adoption of new Regulations on Hydraulic Fracturing in the State. 
  
Sirs:  
Thank you for the opportunity to testify against the Maryland Department of Environment 
regulations. My name is Justin Quick and I live in Baltimore City in District 40. I have owned a 
property on Deep Creek Lake since 1999 and my family has been part of the lake community for 
over 60 years. 
 
The regulations do not provide the necessary level of protections to ensure that my property will 
not suffer financial loss-- directly or indirectly --as a result of insufficient protections, if fracking 
were allowed in the State. 
 
Unlike other areas of the state, the second home Deep Creek Lake housing market has not 
rebounded. In terms of tax valuation my property has lost 27% since purchase and if I were to 
sell now, it I would most likely face a 35-40% loss. While there is no study of the economic 
impacts of fracking or potential of fracking on the Garrett County resort-based economy, I have 
to assume the value of my home is already less because of the potential of fracking. 
 
I go to the lake to get away from city life, to enjoy many of the recreational opportunities at the 
lake and in the county. I really appreciate the clean air and water especially coming from 
Baltimore City. It would be a tragedy to allow fracking at Deep Creek which could potentially ruin 
my enjoyment of the lake and surrounding areas. 
 
Unfortunately, the Deep Creek Lake watershed is currently not protected from fracking. MDE 
regulations allow subsurface drilling from parcels abutting the watershed, threatening our lake, 
groundwater and drinking wells including my own. It is time for MDE to start protecting the 
state-owned lake. My well water and air quality are not being monitored or protected. The 
regulations will permit industrialization of natural areas and amenities I enjoy and will directly 
factor into the determination of both the true and financial value of my home. 
 
I am now faced with the tough decision whether to put my home on the market now or rely on 
the possibility of you to providing real protections so I can keep it and for my family and future 
generations. Thank you for your time. 
 


