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12/19/13

REQUEST TO THE STATE DELEGATION
FOR THE 2014 GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION

1. Wealth Formula. 

Request: Continue to do whatever is necessary to change the school wealth formula so it is more equitable for Garrett County. We appreciate the hard work already done by the State Delegation. The ranking of Garrett County as the 5th most wealthy county does not reflect the reality of the County. 

As an organization representing many Deep Creek Lake property owners, we understand the valuation of our properties is a major factor in skewing the formula. To this end, Friends of Deep Creek Lake is available to assist the State Delegation as needed with education and direct involvement. Many of our members live in the Washington/Baltimore/Annapolis area and would come to Annapolis if needed to help change this unfair formula for school funding.  

It is of critical importance that we provide full support to the excellent County School system. And, while many of the lake property owners are non-residents and do not participate in the school system, we know its value to the citizens and future of this area. As an organization we have been very impressed with teachers, students and educational opportunities. We have recruited a Northern High School student to serve on our Board. 

2. Comprehensive program on nonnative aquatic species.

Request:  Review existing legislation on nonnative aquatic species and work with Department of Natural Resources staff, Friends of Deep Creek Lake and other concerned groups to develop, implement and fund a comprehensive program to 1) prevent importation of hydrilla and other nonnative aquatic species into  Deep Creek Lake; 2) immediately undertake control programs; and, 3) launch a community education effort to ensure support and compliance. This program needs to be in place before the 2014 boating season.

DNR has identified 3 invasive aquatic species in Deep Creek Lake, with hydrilla as the latest and most aggressive one.  DNR has been monitoring Eurasian Watermilfoil for 3 years and undertook a survey on hydrilla in the fall. They have created a rapid response approach to the hydrilla and have a panel of experts developing recommendations, which will be released in late January, 2014.

The existing legislation (Article 4-205) provides a starting place but needs amendments to give the State authority to act, regulate and enforce compliance to prevent importation of additional invasives species.

While our interest is on Deep Creek Lake, we proposed the legislation include specific actions for the 120 lakes, ponds and reservoirs in the State. These bodies of water are “closed systems”, making it is possible to control launching areas, unlike the Bay. 

Friends of Deep Creek Lake has been researching other State laws and regulations and interviewing experts in the field. We have begun education of members of the environmental lobby about this work. 

With an aggressive prevention program, the introduction of invasives can be controlled. This is both a cost-saving approach as well as most effective way to protect the ecological balance of the lake, as called for in COMAR ( 08.08.01). 

3. Assessment of all state programs and funding sources for use in the Deep Creek Lake Watershed

Request: Work with the Governor’s Office and the Assistant Chief of Staff and all state agencies to compile listing of all programs and funding sources which can be used as the watershed plan process moves into implementation.  Work on Bay watershed restoration efforts shows many state agencies are involved. 

Once compiled, a review should be conducted to determine what programs DCL is currently excluded from as we are “ beyond” the Bay watershed and CWA compliance mandates.  
We ask the State Delegation start with programs and funds for sediment accumulation excavation as well as retention measures. The DNR report is to be released in early January. It will include budget figures which are necessary to action in the General Assembly. Last year we found then Secretary Griffin was open to consideration of  a bond to underwrite this large project.

The DCL Watershed Plan will be released prior to the next legislative session. To move forward to meet the various challenges, we need to be positioned by late summer to move into the implementation phase. This will require full knowledge of programs and funding sources available for this work.
There is no reason to wait on this compilation until the Plan is released. In fact, having this resource will greatly assist the Steering Committee, subcommittee members as well as County Commissioners and DNR staff to balance plan concepts with the realities of programs and funding available.

4. Investigation to funding of the DNR Lake Management Office.

Request:  Determine why there is only one full time staff person at the DNR Lake Management Office.

Since the departure of Lake Manager Carolyn Mathews, the Lake Management Office has had only one full time staff person, a mid-level Natural Resources Planner III classification,  not even accorded the title of Acting Lake Manager.

Lake management is funded by the buffer strip permit fee. It is our understanding that almost $1 million is raised annually. While the County receives 25% of revenues raised, the balance available is much greater than staffing level decided upon by DNR. There are funds available for more staff.
Deep Creek Lake is the economic engine for the County and region and generates over 60% of the tax revenues for the County. It is unacceptable to leave the management of this critically important resource to just one mid-level staff person!

